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OEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION

FALSE PROCEED SIGNAL REPORTY

OMB No. Qe-R-4018
REPOATY FOR (monih/year)

November 1995

OATE

Nov. 30, 1995

Al enddrnnds subiest 1o Regulations of the Federal Ravleaad Admsnistraslon shalt submiy
8 fulse provecd signal repert, originel only, 10 the Federnl Railrosed Adminisirstion
within five ddays alier a talse procerfoveurs. I no false proceed occurs during any
culendar month, # report showing "'No Failures' muat be hiled within ten days sfter the
enil of the manth.

Copies of this form will be furnished upon request to the Depsriment of Transportation,
Federal Railroad Adminisiration, Office of Sufety, Washington, D.C. 20590

REPURTING CARRIER (reilroad & redrorn or division,

Norfolk Southern Corporation
Division - Pocahontas

MAIL 1O

[ B

Fedoral Rallroad Admin.
Suite 440, North Tower
1720 Peachtree Rd., NW

REFORTING OFFICER (vignaturs/ tiits)
12/4 zgg

Atlanta, GA. 30309 -
L _J General Manager - S&E
Commumications & Signal Dept.
A fuilure should not be counted mare than one time in items 1, 2. 3, and 4; the (sllure

should be classified under the nasic system or appliance of which [t formy an essen-
tial part. E.g.. assume grounds canxe 3 block signal 1o indieste a (aise proceed
csusing corresponding indications of a cah signsl sysiem on each train approsching
this point, such feifures shouid be included in item |, Block Systems.

A fsise proceed (ailure is » failure of » system, device or sppiiance (o Indicate or
function as intended which results in less restriction then intended.

The following sbbreviations may be used in the repory,

A—~Automatic
AB-Automatic block
ACS—Automstic cab signsl
APB-Abxolute permissive dblock
ATC~Automatic train control
ATS—Automstic train siop
CL-Culor light
CPL~-Color position light
E—-FElectsic

EM-Electromechunical
EP-Eleciropneumatic
FP—False proceed
MB-Manual block
M-Mechanical
P—-Pneumatic
PL—~Ponrition Light
SA~Semisutomatic
TC-Traflic content
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NATURE AND CAUSE OF FAILURE/CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN

At approximately 7:05 PM, Train No. S90U715, engineer and conductor unknown, was traveling eastbound when they saw a tree that had fallen
over the top of a slide fence and was blocking the track near MP CV-435. The train was stopped short of the tree. The train had been running on
a signal to proceed, observed at Carterton MP CV-436.2.

The signal maintainer and a track crew were called to remove the tree and check the slide fence. The maintainer observed that the slide fence
trigger pear the point where the tree fell was tripped. Once the tree had been removed and the train left the block, the block light showed clear, even
though the trigger was still tripped. ’

The trigger that was tripped is one of several spaced along a quarter mile long slide fence. The slide fence circuit runs along the top of the slide
fence poles mounted on insulators. The single break slide fence circuit loops through each trigger and then returns to the slide fence relay via the
signal poleline which was on the opposite side of the track from this fence. The falling tree had broke the line wire at the top of the fence and then
hit the fence tripping the trigger. Both ends of the line wire were shorted to the slide fence, thereby bypassing the tripped trigger. Insulation had
been stripped from the line wire as it jerked through the insulators before the tie wires broke. This allowed the line wire ends to make electrical
continuity with the steel fence material. ’

Repairs were made to the line wire, the trigger was reset and tests were made on the signal system before returning it to service.
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