OEPARIMENT OF TRANSPONATATION
FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION

FALSE PROCEED SIGNAL REPORT

OME No, U4-R-4629

NEQLONY YOR (month/year)

December 1995

DATE

December 18, 1995

RECOATING CARNIEN (r8ilrnad A re g

All enabroads sutgect 10 Regulatinons of the Frderal Ravlrosd Admainisteation shall submit
8 {ulse prorerd sagnal report, ornigimel andy, 1o the Feders! Railrond Administration
within five days I’lr' 2 false procerd ovvury. H{ no false proceed occurs during an
culendsr month, 8 report showing ““No Famifures' must be filed within ten deys sfier the
emit of the month, :

Copies of this form will be furnisheid upon requeat 1o the Departiment of Transportation,
Federal Raiiroad Administretion, Office of Selety, Washington, D.C. 20890

MAIL TO
-

e oWy

Norfolk Southern Corporation

Division - Alabama

-
FP- 95 -03-/D

REPONRTIG OFF1gEN {signature/ fiifsj

Fedoral Railroasd Admin.
Suite 440, North Tower
1720 Pesachires Rd., NW
Atlanta, GA. 30309

L | J

Chief Engimeer C&S - West
Communications & Signal Dept.

A fuilure should not by counted more than one time in items 1, 2, ), and 4; the (silure
should be classified under the nusic sysiem or spplisnce of which it forms sn essen-
tisl psrt. E.g.. assume grounds cavsr o block signal to Indicate a false proceed
csusing corresponding indicatians of 2 cah signal system on each train approaching
this point, such (silures should be Included in ttem 1, Hiock Sysiems.

The {cllowing sbbrevistions msy be usve:s in the seport,

A—Automatle

AB -Automatic block
ACS—Autometic csb signal
APRB - Absniute permissive block
ATC~Automatic 1rsin control
ATS—~Automatic trsin stop

CL~Culnr light
CPlL~Caotor positian tight

EM-Flectroemechanical
EP-Flectropneumatic
FP—Falye procred
MB-Manual hlack
M_Mechenical

P Paneumstric
PL-Pavition bight
SA~Serusutamatie

A (olse proceed failure is o (silure of » system, device or sppliance 10 Indicete or
function as intended which results in less restiriction then intended.

FE-Electric TC--Teailic conral
TYPE OF SYSTEM DATE LOS?:;‘;;“‘ ac‘;’fﬁ_gg" LOCATION (city snit srate)

! BLOCK SYSTEMS

! l AR { IAPB I i?c

AUTYO- ‘

2 INTERLOCKING I_ﬁ MATIC unknown

H [—1 12/4/95 ICG engine design Hattiesburg, MS

REMOTE MANUAL

JAUTOMATIC SYSTEMS

[_-l ATS l lAYC ‘ lACS
‘OTHER(lpnNr)

L
NATURE AND CAUSE OF FAILURE’CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN
At approximately 1:00 AM, northbound Train No. 294, Engine NS 6651, Engineer , Conductor , stopped short of

its track warrant limits at the approach signal to Hattiesburg automatic interlocking. Train 294 was held to allow an ICG switching move
to be completed in the vicinity of the interlocking. As the ICG switching movement progressed, it moved out onto the NS main track
through a switch facing away from the interlocking. This was done under track warrant authority by NS dispatcher at Birmingham, and
when the switch was reversed by ICG, a stick circuit was set which would normally have been used to allow a key stand clearing for ICG
movement across theinterlocking. When the ICG movement cleared the NS main track and restored the switch normal, the NS signals
cleared up to and through the interlocking. However, the stick circuit was held up by Train 294’s presence on the approach circuit at the
time the stick was set. Once Train 294 received a track warrant to proceed and observed they had a clear indication at the approach signal,
the engineer started movement toward the interlocking. Meanwhile, the ICG switching movement that had completed their switching came
up to theinterlocking on their track and checked the indication on their key stand. Because the stick circuit was still up, the ICG crew had a
clear indication that meant that they could activate the pushbutton. When the button was pushed the ICG got a signal to proceed across the
interlocking, which they did. When the ICG move occupied the “OS” it illuminated a holding signal for Train 294, and that train again
stopped until the ICG movement cleared the interlocking.

The design problem that permitted this scenario was corrected; the signals were checked out and returned to service.
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