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Al raibraady sulneot 1o Regulutinnsg of the Federal Rmilroad Adminisiestion shall submit REPUNTING CARRIER (reiltoad & repion or divisien)
3 {ulse procerd signal report, originei only, 10 the Federal Railrosd Admimistrstion
within {ive ays Jm 2 taise procerd ovcurs. if no felse proceed occurs during any

;/ WALSE PROCEED SIGNAL REPORT on

culender month. s report showing ‘'No Faslures' must be filed within ten deys alter the Norfolk Southem Corporadon
end of the month.

Copies of this (orm will be furnished upon request 10 the Department of Traneportation, e . .o e e

Federal Rallrosd Administiration, Office of Sufety, Washington, D.C. 20590 Division - Vu'glma

MALL TO

M | 1
Federal Rallroad Admin.
Suite 440, North Tover I ettt
1720 Peachtree Rd., NW
Atlanta, GA. 30309 . . .
L : __l Chief. qumeer - Eastern Region
Communications & Signal Dept.

A [wilure should not be counied more than one time in items 1, 2, 3, snd 4; the feilure The foilowing sbbreviations may be used in Lhe report.
shouid be classilied under the nasic sysiem or sppiisnce of which it forms sn essen-

. h v k " A—Automstice EM-Electromechanical
tial g-u. E.g-: ltlAume. gmum'h canse » blo:jk signal to indicate a'{aise proceed AB—Automatic block EP-Eleciropneumstic
csusing corresponding indlcations of a cah signal system on esch train spprosching .
this point. such failures should be included in ltem 1, Rlock Systems. ACS—Automstic cab signal FP—Falre proceed

* ’ APB—Absolute permissive block MB-Manusl block
A [slse proceed (silure is » (uilure of 3 system, device or sppllance to indicste or ATC-—Automatic train control M—Mechanical
function as intended which results in less restriction then intended. ATS—Automatic train stop P—-Pneumatic
CL~Color light PL-Poxitian light
CPL-Color position light SA-Semisuiomatic
E-Electric TC-Trailic control
LOCOMOTIVE DEVICE THATY
TYPE OF SYSTEM CATE NUMBER FAILED LOCATION (city and state)
1
BLOCK SYSTEMS ..
3/22/97 8516-8558 | wiring error Poe, VA
. AR APB TC
2 AUTO-
INTERLOCKING MATIC
l l REMOTE l [MANUAL
3 AUTOMATIC SYSTEMS
r-l ATS l IATC { ‘ACS
4
OTHER (specily)
NATURE AND CAUSE OF FAILURE/CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN
At approximately 12:10 AM, Train No. 184 eastbound, Engineer , Conductor , received a clear indication

on #2 signal at Poe off the Beltline for movement onto Main No. 1. At the time, Train No. 676 was working the Car Lot track,
having entered through the west end crossover off of Main No. 1. Though No. 676 was clear of the fouling circuit, both the
mainline and inside hand throw switches were still in the reverse position, and since this was in the block immediately east of Poe,
the #2 signal should not have cleared. The dispatcher had requested the route for Train No. 184 when the block light went off on
Main No. 1 east of Poe, thinking that No. 676 had cleared up in the Car Lot track and restored his switches. The #2 signal went in
time once No. 676’s crew started to restore the switches. Train No. 184 did not move on the #2 clear signal indication since they
were aware of the reversed switches. The alertness of the involved train crews prevented an accident in this case.

Signal personnel were called to investigate and were able to duplicate the incident. They found that neither the mainline nor the
inside switch were wired according to the print. The way they were wired caused the normal switch repeater relay for this
crossover to be energized not only when both switches were normal, but also when both were lined reverse (for movement main to
Car Lot track). When either switch was out of correspondence with the other, the relay dropped. This is why the condition was
not detected during 236.103 tests.

The wiring errors were corrected, the signal system tested appropriately, and signals were returned to service. It is not known
when or how this wiring error came about. Due to the “normal” nature of train operations involving this switch, it could have gone
undetected for a long time.
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