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ca'usmg' correspond.mg indications ? aca s.lgnn system on each train spprosching ACS—Automstic ceb signal FP—-False proceed
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4 OTHER (specily)

NATURE AND CAUSE OF FAILURE/CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN

At approximately 11:49 PM, Train No. 152 (crew- s ), running east on signal indication, derailed on the west
end of No. 2 power crossover at Parrish, MP NA-95.6.

The west end switch is a facing point move for eastbound trains. Though the route requested and the signal indication were for a straight
move, the west end switch was found to be locked up in the reverse (crossover) position. The east end switch of this crossover was locked in the
normal position. TC logs showed a normal indication for this crossover since about 3:00 PM that day.

Investigation revealed that a combination of two wiring errors in the Parrish signal bungalow resulted in this incident. The ﬁrst error,
precipitated by an outsider cutting some of the underground cabling, resulted in the crossover correspondence relays being controlled only by the
condition of the east end switch. The west end of the crossover had been erroneously patched out of the correspondence circuit. The crossover
had apparently been operated this way without incident since June 10th. Then sometime presumably during the early afternoon of June 25th, the
motor control straps (in the bungalow) were inadvertently removed from the west end switch while it was in the reverse position. Then when the
Birmingham dispatcher requested the crossover normal at about 3:00 PM, the east end threw normal and, due to the first wiring error, picked up
the normal switch correspondence relay in the bungalow. The west switch stayed locked up reverse since motor control was absent. With the
crossover in this condition likely three traing, running on signal indication trailed through the west switch running westbound on the main track.
The trains and approximate times were: No. W73 at about 4:01 PM, No. 319 at about 6:01 PM, and No. 191 at about 8:06 PM. Marks found on
the switch point following the derailment indicated that the switch had been run through by at least one westbound move on the main while the
switch was laying reverse. The point was probably bemt open by this action, and this set up the condition for. a derailment on the next eastbound
train.

FORM FRA F 618014 (5-72)





