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NATURE AND CAUSE OF FAILLURE / CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN

On Thursday. May 30, 2002 at 11:00 a.m., Dearborn Division Train 560C329, lead unit NS 9451, with Engineer and
Conductor _westbound on track 2 at MP-CD205.7, reported intermediate signal 205-2W to display a "clear” aspect for its
movement. This signal should have displayed an "approach” aspect due to the next signal, the 2W home signal at CP-207,
displaying a "stop” aspect account train 15J8129 ahead in the block.

Train 560C329 was aware of a train ahead in the block and therefore stopped short of the 2W signal at CP-207.

Investigation revealed that a signal testman was performing relay testing at CP-207 at the time of the incident. The maintainer
performed testing on the 2WAHR relay during the time that train 15JB129 was in the block, which involved false battery being applied
to this relay. Testing on this relay had been performed without obtaining the proper track time authority, and without appropriate
measures taken to insure safety of train movements.

Dispatcher logs indicate that the 2W home signal dispiayed a permissive aspect without being requested, and remained in that state
for 41 seconds. Tests after the incident proved that the 205-2W signal would display a "clear” aspect when false battery was applied
to the 2WAHR relay at CP-207. '

The signal system was tested for proper operation and restored to normal service at 2:00 p.m.






