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Chief Engineer - Northern Region
Communications & Signal Department
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NATURE AND CAUSE OF FAILURE | CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN

On January 22, 2004 at 11:30 a.m. CSX train Y121 was shoving south and past stop signaf 18L at lronvilie Interfocking in Toledo,
Ohio. CSX train crew was Engineer . and Conductor Conductor was on the caboose on the
rear of train Y121, as they approached the 18L signal from seven car lengths they observed the signal display an approach aspect,
yellow over red. This signal was not requested by the Dearborn dispatcher nor requested in the field as verified by signhal personnel
at the site. In addition, the block ahead was occupied by signal construction forces working under Track and Time 23A authority.
When train Y121 passed the signal the conductor was contacted by the signal personnel. The train was stopped two car lengths

beyond the signal. Weather was clear, sunny, about 15 degrees with snow covered ground.

A reenactment of the incident indicated the signal was red over red (stop) when viewed from 100 yards to the signal. Beyond this
distance the top aspect of the signal appeared yellow. The yellow aspect improved at higher viewing angles.

The 18L signal is a 2 unit ground signal with 2 US&S searchlight mechanisms on the top unit. The lamp voltage was found to be low
at 6.6 volts ac. The outer lens of the signal unit had been damaged by outside parties. The last inspection at this location was on
November 25, 2003. The H-2 signal mechanism was last inspected on October 25, 2003. The voltage was raised for all the signals
and the searchlight housing and operating unit was changed out to prevent a recurrence.
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